Spectrum of alveolitis in quartz-exposed human subjects.
To characterize silica-induced alveolitis in human subjects, we studied 22 workers in the granite stone cutting industry of Quebec and compared results with those of 22 manual workers without quartz exposure (group 1). All were nonsmokers and were of comparable age. On the basis of chest roentgenogram, seven were without disease (group 2), nine had silicosis without coalescence/conglomeration (group 3), and six had silicosis with coalescence/conglomeration (group 4). The alveolitis in subsets of silica-exposed workers with distinct clinical stages of disease was found to have distinct biologic characteristics.